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o HE SYSTEMATIO way in which
¥ Germany uses her secret serve
ice department for trade pur-
poses, or
tlon,” is at present arousing the
serious interest of the allles.

Investigations of the methods
[Fe i employed and of the extent to
which the system has proved profitable to Germany
have been made In severnl countries, writes J, T.
AL In Printers’ Ink., Some of the broad facts dls
covered by the state agents in certain continental
European nations have been the sabject of much
discussion and poblie men in France and Italy are
open in thelr denuncintion of the evil, of the wide
extent to which it is practiced and of the Insidious
dnnger which it represents,

In the years immedlately preceding the war large
American corporations, llke similar firms In Eu-
rope, enme In frequent contact with the so-called
“gpy system In business” and @ll those who han-
dled any Important business for those corporations,
especlally if the business was In Germany, and
even If It involyed the simplest and most open and
above-honrd kind of transactions, were almost in-
variably confronted with Incldents of secret sery-
ice meddling,

The present writer while attending to certain
buglness for a number of Amerlean companies in
combination had occasion to travel frequently from
one country to another and had established head-
quarters in Germany op the eve of the outbreak of
the war. He had been warned by friends to keep a
close eye on his pupers and effects and, as far a8
possible, to travel only with such baggage ns conld
be taken in passenger compnrtments on the trains.
This, however, was not always feasible and one
morning when leaving Milan for Germany with a
trunk he was struck by the eager Insistence of a
serman-speaking employee of the forelgn-owned
hotel, In which for specinl reasons he had stopped,
In attepding to the checking of the trunk on the
train. The writer watched this employee’s actlons
while the trunk was being labeled and felt reas-
sured until he reached Basel in Germany, where
the frain which had come through Switzerland was
to he divided in two sections and routed porth to-
wird Berlln on both sldes of the Rhine, The cus-
toms fnspection I8 made for Germany at German
Basel, but the trunk in this instance was not taken
oft the train and, although it was plainly visible
in the open baggage car, the chief Inspector re-
fused to listen to remonstrances, on the alleged
ground that the trunk was routed via the esstern
bank of the river while the writer's ticket was for
the Strussburg way., 'This, however, was not in ac-
cordance with the facts.

A week luter notlce was recelved that the trunk
wus at the customs department of n central Ger-
man eity. An appelntment was made for its In-
spection and, lnstéad of customs officlals, two spe-
cinl ngents were present ot the appointed time—
the hotel porter who was fo take the trunk nway
racognized them as such. The ingpection was thor-
ough. Eyery document and every scrap of paper
was minutely examined. Endless questions were
asked regarding the business documents and the
methad of dolng business which they Implied, the
conntries In which business was done and the
naomes of the firms concerned, the pretext for the
gnestions being the doubt that the printed purt
of the business documents might be dutinhle ns
belng printed and the munuscript and type-written
part of.them might constitute contracts and there-
fore be subject to duties under other heads, The
{“ontents of the trunk were welghed and separately
classified and finally fees were levied under three
separate heads for the molestation enused by hav-
ing put the German authorifies to the necessity of
making this specinl Investigntion, A total of about
three dollars was involved.

Soon after this Incident the writer became con-
sclous that his desk in nn office In that same eity
was: belng tampered with and, after u wateh had
been set, a German in the service of the same
Amerienn corporation, and already suspected as
being a government agent, was cnught red-handed
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* in the act of prying open the desk and making a

record of Its contents.

When confidences were exchanged with other
representatives of Americnn corporations It was
iearned thnt the experience was a common one,
and the compariing of notes seemed to show an ex-
planation ‘for the surprising nbillty of German
firms to learn the names of the foreign customers
of Ameriean corporntions and the seeming coinel-
dence of thelr sollciting those firms almost simul-
tanéously with the Americnn agents every time
that the Intier hnd something new to offer. Ina-
dents ean be vogched for where ngents for Ameri-
ean eorporntions In Italy and ether countries, on
recelving from Amerlen new machines or radically
pow .moddls, found to their amazement that Ger-
jonn ngents bad already visited thelr customers,
ind deseribeéd the néw machines or models nnd had
dendunced their alleged weak points and their un-
desirability for varlous réusons, The German
agents knew more about the American machines
than the Ametican'pgenls.

Of course, sweeplng gencralizations are to be
atoldeil aod all gstntements which are likely to up-
set the equanimity of those satisfled with the
course of estnblished routine and linble to be char-
aeterized as grotesque, and, If emphatienlly set
forth, they wre lighle also to fuil of effect on those
who refusesto be disturbed in thelr fixed idenls,
Lord .Roberts; it should be remembered, was
lauisance to the majority of the British reading pib-
He when he kept up his tiresone waraings sbout
the true meaning of Germany's military prepara-
tlons, aud it should not be forgotten that Gan.
JLeonard Wood, when half adozen years ago he he-

‘gnnotoo urge preparednesg In. America, wans de-

‘st profesgional alarmlst edger to obthin
power:and a chaneg for distinetion. And so those
Wwho ate rolsing crytof alarm regarding the se-

‘ot sarvice methods of trude warfare being con-
il u‘.?ﬂmqy declure that they are not get-
o the. proper hesring and (hat the danger Is one
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“aconomie ' penetras

It is nffirmed that German “trade by esplonage’
Is practicnlly ns great a menace to the world us Is
Germany's military machine; that, Indeed, Ger-
many's military methods and her “economic pene
tration” methods dre interdependent, and that any
pence which seemed to leave German mllitarism
powerless wonld be valn and futile if the German
methods of trade were allowed to continue as at
present. The question Is asked whether trade af-
ter the war will be n secret service struggle on the
part of all the nations and whether, as Germany
forced nll the powers to mobilize for militarism,
she Is going to force them also to mobllize for trade
warfare. These questions may seem grotesque,
but able men are ralsing them. They polnt out
that the law of eivil eonseription In Germuny hus
made all the business representatives of the em-
pire potentlal secret service agents at the disposal
of the milltary nuthorities.

The Frouch economist, M. Lucien Descaves, who
hus made special investigations in this matier,
quotes from a secret document, of which he has
geen o copy, contnining  Instructions to German
englneers, who are called upon to sink thelr pro-
fessional pride and to devote themselyes to finding
trade secrets and to furtherlng German trade,
which will be rendily possible for them under the
guise of thelr professional mantle,

M. Descaves has described the results of n tour
he made of neutral countries for the purpose of in
vestlgnting Germnn secret serviee methods of
trade. Both men and women, he says, are e
ployed in this way by Germany, mostly young men
and women. Becret service and business promo:
tion are practically convertible terms, The German
gecret service man or woman is taught the art of
trude «development and the German commercinl
traveler 18 taught the art of esplonage. Germany
realizes that the role of commercial truveler is the
best disgulse for a secret service man nnd that se
crat service I& the best of all adjuncts to trade
Germany, necording to M. Descaves, 1s Inundating
the neutral countries with literature nnd with
agents. The agents are recognized ns by fur the
most productive. Printed documents are scattered
and, even If they are followed by many others,
they ure soon forgotten. Where the agents follow
one another, working with mutual ald, their waork
1 practical and profitable. They perform not mere-
Iy a common task; they work out a propagandn,

“The Germans,” he continues, “have been sys
tomatienlly giving furlonghs from the army to their
mobilized men who had been commerciul travelers
in foreign countries. These men are authorized to
vigit their former customers, but they are espe-
cially engaged to work with zeal and adroitness
and to produce practieal results. Speclal rowirds
are reserved for those who are able to practice es-
plonnge for the benefit of Germany. The agent
hus a double, or rather a triple, part to play. He s
openly placing his country's products, he i= cele
brating his country's glory and secretly e is galn
ing information regarding Germany's neighbors
and her enemies. Such work ls regarded as worth
a reward and the reward 18 paid. In one ncutral
country I was struck by the large number of these
German commercial agents who are young, despite
the fact that the country, belng at war, needs
young men But the faet is that they can serve
their country on this front just as well as on the
battle fronts. They are Industrious, Insinnating,
tengelons. The promises they make, In the name
of the great commercial firms of Germany, are
kept. They go and come as in time of peace. They
have thelr own hotels, restaurants, cafes, meeting
places. They are serviceable and they push their
eagerness to be ngreeable tothe point of servility,
While they do not succeed In making themselves
popular, they impose themselves on the business
men beenuse they ean quickly obtain from Ger-
many what merchants have patiently but vainly
gought elsewhere.”

M. Descaves urges that the allies put morse com-
merclal travelers In the fleld to offset the German
trade enmpnign methods, but he declares that the
French business agent, undoubfediy Iike the busi.
ness agents of France's allles, *has an lnsurmount-
able repugnance for esplonnge, ho matter what the
reward might be

M. Charles Humbert, proprietor of Le Journal
nf Paris, and other public men of France declare

_that tn order for the world to be safe for democ-

racy Germany must not merely be beaten in (he
fleld, but her whole system of militarist govern-

went. with the country's trade development sub-
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servient to it, must be overthrown nnd the world's
commerce freed from serlous dangers, If this 18
to be effected the whole Gerunn lden of trading
must be moditied

“Heonomle penetegtion' has long been recog:
nized In Germany a8 one of the most important
functions of the staté. 'The highest in the empire,
kings, princes, noblés and hereditury land mag-
nates, hiave vied In showing their intorest in nll 1n-
dustrial and commerelnl enterprises of magnitude
and In promoting i dvery way possible to them the
expansion of German trade, while chancellors, cab-
inet officers and mgmbers of parllament have prac-

tically been at % i&tlt-aml call of corporations
and adividuals bg on new undertakings
on a large scale. The state In many lines has be-
came the partner of leading promoters and In cases
where eapital Is risked In cnterprises, which If
suecessful must redound to the benefit of the em-
pire, that caplital Is practically gunranteed ngalnst
loss, Should the enteérprise (tself be revenled as
practicable, but be Jeopardized by incompetency or
dishonesty, the state will find a way to step in, to
protect the outside investor and to turn the enter-
prigse to success, Differently from what occurs In
certaln more democritie countries, the German
state does not stund gloof from trude and indus-
try, does not eye "blg business" with cold suspl-
clon, or permit the legisintive bodigs to molest it
with a multitude of pinpricking laws. The kalser
poses as the friend anpd associnte of great munk
tions manufacturers, ¥islts with Westphallan coal
barons, presides st the lnunching of steamships
owned by private corporations and lends the en-
couragement of his presence Lo the cutting of
canals, or the making of automobiles, or shoes, or
carpets, by privite ap rise, The whole attitade
of the state townrd trde is different in Germany.

By Instinect, It is possible that the kalser, the
princes, the counts and the barons of Germany
have ns little desire fo come in contact with the
ordinary mortals who'are “in trade” ns certain ti-
tled Britons have, but'n Germany duty to the state
overromes the repug‘iﬁ:ce. The one supreme duty
of nll Ig to promote ;g:p-mllitary might of the state,
for in this way lilmuilj'i:nn Germany's greatness be
nssured, \

But military power in these times is dependent
on economic power. The nation with the most
money éan win wars, I the crude commerelal way
in which the jden hag Been phrased in other coun-
tries, Germany hus diiferent notlons, but admits
the hard fact that tefide and militarism are Inter-
related. And as H‘u!}rfurr of todny hng ealled
for new methods on the battlefield, so It also de-
mands new forms of aldi from commerce, Through
irade and commeree the armed forces of the nation
can deliver some of thélf most telling blows. Since,
in the present hour, Wiiether one likea it or not,
the fact is establishedihat the army Is more than
ever dependent on coifnerce, the arwy must now
work for trade and 1 must work for the army.
This rensoning was ffliished ns the fundamentsl
justifying motive for @ law on clvil conseription
in Germany, and DEerman government, if it
endures, is expected tbush the principle as vigor-
ously after the war 8#it does now. Even if Ger-
many lost the war, IE4§ nifirmed, she can count on
triumphing ultimal Jirough her trade methods,

How vigorously Gertakny is working on this prin-
ciple I8 bhest l‘elluﬁ pomn the fuct that slnce the
peginning of the WaR @nd to w greatly (ncressed
extent in the past Jeap the German government
has effected new -ﬁhmllum between leading
manufacturing and gammercin! concerns in Ger
many engaged in forelgn business and I using the
government resouseefiln the combinations. The
facts In this regurd EnOwn from other Sources, are
confirmed by the @omplnints of the smaller Ger
man concerns left ok the combination and des
prived, not merely ;;g finanelal and commercial
participation, but 8186 6f n1l knowledge of the busi.
ness operntions o h the government and blg
business nre engs [t is this apparently estab-
lshed fact of th of the government with

the most imp ¢ German firms transact-
Ing business wix h {8 the basls for much of
the codeern in the countries of the al-
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@ignan method of handling
the future evils which i
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For conturies GOLD MEDAL Haarlem
Oil has been a standard household remedy
for kidoey, liver, bladder and stomuach
trouble, and all discases connected with
the urinary organs, The kidneys and blad
der are the most important organs of the
body. They are the filters, the purifiers of
your blood. If the poisoms which enter
your system through the blood and stom-
ach are not entirely thrown ouf by the
kidneys and bladder, you are doomed.

Weariness, sleeplessness, nervousness,
despondency, backache, stomach trouble,
headache, pain in loins and lower abdo-
men, gall stones, gravel, difficulty when
urinating, eloudy and bloody urine, rheu-
motism, sciatica and lambago, all warn you
to look after your kidneys and bladder.
All these indicate some weakness of the
kidneys or other organs or that the enemy
microbes which are always present in your
gvstem have attacked your weak spots.
GOLD MEDAL Haarlem Oil Capsules are
what you need.

They are not a “patent medicine,” nor
& “new discovery." For 200 years they

Don't Be

SAFE, GENTLE REMEDY
CLEANSES YOUR KIDNEYS

bave been a standard honsehiold remedy.
They are the pure, original imported Haar-
lem Oil your great-grandmother used, and
are perfecily harmless, The healing, sooth-
ing oil gosks into the cells and lining of
the kdneys and through the bladder, driv-
mg out the poisonous germs., New life,
fresh strength and health will come as yon
continue the treatment. When complete-
Iy'v restored to your usunl vigor, continue
taking a capsule or two each day; they will
keep you in condition and prevent a re
turn of the disense

Do not deloy a minute. Delays are es
pecially dangerous in kidney and hladder
trouble. All druggists sell GOLD MEDAL
Huurlem Oil Caprules. They will refund
the money if not as represented, GOLD
MUEDAL Haarlem Oil Capsules sre imr
jorted direct from the laboritoriea in Hole
and. They are prepared in eorrect quan-
tity and convenient form, ure easy to take
and are positively guaranteed to give
prompt relief. In three mizes, sealed pack-
agea, Ask for the originel imported
GOLI MEDAL. Accept no substitutes.—

Adv.
i i d

of Your Meals

Take “Eatonic”
Stomach

and Laugh At
Troubles

H. L. Kramer, the man who origin-
ated Cascnrets, has discoverad a sure,
safe, quick-acting rellef for bad stom-
achs. He named it EATONIC for your
stomach's snke.

You can eat anything you llke now
and digest it in comfort, for stomach
ense 15 positlvely assured if you eat
an BEATONIC tablet regularly after
ench meal.

EATONIC acts directly with the
food the moment It enters the stom-
ach. It immediately checks any ten-
dency towanrd too much acid and en-
nbles the food te pass from the stom-
ach into the bowel in o sweetened con-
dition, and thus prevents the forma-
tlon of sour distressing gases that up-
set digestion and eanse a bloated, dull,
lnmpy feellng that makes your
FOOD REPEAT,

EATONIC enables you to eat your

We Think So,

She—0h, for the days when knights
waore hold,
He—What's the mutter—ain't

men
boldl pnough these dovs? 1

Granulated Eyvellds, Stles, Inflamed Hyop |
relleved over night by Roman Hye Balsam.
One trial proves Ita merit. Adv

“Sir, I came to nsk you to give me |
vour daughters hand.”

“All right, young mau; If
looking for It, you can generally
It In my pocket.”

You May Try Cutlcura Free
Send today for free samples of Cuti-
cura Soap and Ointment and learn
how quickly they relieve itching, skin
and scalp troubles, For free samples,
address, “Cuoticura, Dept. X, Boston.”
At druggists and by mall. Soap 25,
Olintment 26 and 50.—Adv.

you're |
flndl |

One Exception,
“He handles hig subjects
gloves as all men onght to do™
“All men® Mow about a lineman?”

without |

To keep clean and healthy take Dr.
Plerce's Pleasant Pellets. They regu- |
late liver, bowels and stomach.—Adv.

An Improvement. |
A familiar card seen on one thing
or nnother that s tewmporarvily out of
commission bears the blunt annuunge- |
ment, “Out of Order." :
A card that seemed un {mprovement |
on this, something slicker, smoother,
nicer, read: !
“Out of Serviee"

When the old boy with a sanctl- |
monivus face breaks loose he Is gen-

erally the gayest bird of nll.

An Ominous Hint. [

fill and lavgh at Indigestion, dyspep-
sia, heartburn, “sour stomach™ and all
the other bugaboos of “thé-man-afrald-
of-his-stomach.”

Kramer says: “EATONIC should be
In every home ready for use after ey-
ery meal. An EATONIC tablet will
gld you naturally to digest
and assimilute—your food can be thor-
oughly enjoyved without the slightest
danger of misery from acld stomach.
I strongly advise every one to take EA-
TONIC after meanls, To correct bad
stomuchs and Keep them In perfect
condition, it s a most wonderful dis
covery.” ‘

If BATONIC falls to give you
prompt stompch relief, yonr money
will be refunded ; 50¢ buys 4 large box
at any drug store. Or write to Eatonle
Remedy Co., 1018 8. Wabash Ave., Chl-
engo, U. 8. A,

easily
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Seconds—

Blemished
TIRES

Shopworn from
constant han-
dling, assembled
by factories from
th_t-ir branrlmg; All standard
soiled ‘and unfit makes in our
forsaleas “firsts"
they are sold tousas seconds—
we sell them to you for what
they are—

HIGHEST GRADE TIRES
MADE—

AT 509, OFF

We could give you the names of
hundreds of prominent men who
are using our seconds, They rely
on our ability to get bargains for
them. A trialwill convince vou that
the saving is too important to lose
sight of. Let us be your tire
agents—this immense business was
built up on quality, fair prices and
service—the kind of service we now
offeryou, Write vourordertoday—
we'll ship any tire you want C. 0. D.
—the same day the order is received
—with the privilege of inspection.
Mention list No. 15,

FACTORY SURPLUS TIRE
COMPANY
300 N. Broad St.,Phila.,Pa.J

'QORE THROAT ,

or Tonsilitis—gargle
with warm, salt water
then apply—

is worth investigation.

Alberta. Think what
ensy to get. Wonderf
Flax.

The climate is healthful and
cilities excellent; good schools and

rates to Supt. Immigration,
W. S, NETHERY. Ronm

Where in Western Canada you can buy at from
$15 to $30 per acrc good farm land that will raise
20 to 45 bushels to the acre of §2 wheat — its
easy to figure the profits, Many Western Canadian
farmers (scores of them from the U, S) have paid for their land from a
il single crop. Such an opportunity for 1009, profit on labor and investment

~ Canada extends to you a hearty invitation to settle on her

Free Homestead Lands of 160 Acres Each

or secure some of the low priced lands in Maniioba, Saskatchewan or
can make with wheat at $2 a bushel and land so

yields also of Oals, Barley and

Mixed farming and cattle raising.

urches convenient.
Write for literature and particulars as to reduced railway
Ottawa, Canads, or to

ferurban Sta. Bidg., Columbus, 0.

Canadian Goverhiient Agent

Ton'rlato Plants l.s:.',*,‘rf::::gﬁ.,s;m::

g s, A
l.um at i:h" hete L 4
10,000 mt 198
D.F.JAMISON SUMMERVILLE, 5, O

W. N. U, CINCINNATI, NO. 21-1918.
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